
 

AUTUMN COLOUR 

Autumn is a time of year that offers the photographer a fantastic array of colour; woodlands are 
dripping with warm golden tones, the trees are ablaze with shades of red, yellow and gold whilst 
fallen crisp leaves of many colours carpet the ground. So come along and photograph a selection of 
woodland Owls and Birds of Prey, in one of Northamptonshireôs ancient woods which offers a 
backdrop of wonderful warm colours. 

STEVE, an experienced and enthusiastic wildlife photographer enjoys helping others to avoid and overcome 
some of the pitfalls and mistakes that are easily fallen into while trying to photograph wildlife.  As a qualified 
teacher of adult education Steve has set up and runs a series of practical workshops. 

There are a number of well run informative and practical bird of prey workshops on offer, using a selection of 
Eagles, Falcons, Hawks and Owls concentrating on UK and European species.  A wide variety of locations 
and habitats will be used, covering all the seasons of the year. Habitats included are rocky out crops with 
heather and bilberry cover great for the Golden Eagle and Peregrine Falcon; church yard, farmland and 
buildings ideal for Barn Owl, Little Owl and Kestrel and ancient bluebell woodland which leads itself to Tawny 
Owls and Buzzards. Each site and season offers its own unique features.  

Workshops run from 10am until 5pm with a break for lunch. Participants will be limited, and each workshop 
will be tailored to them and run in a relaxed and informative way with as much time as possible spent out on 
location with the birds. Tuition and guidance will be given to each individual member if needed as the day 
progresses. Trained, skilled and very knowledgeable handlers will be on hand to control the birds and 
answer any questions you may have regarding them.  

The aims of these workshops are to:  

 Help participants to enjoy, improve and succeed with their photography. 

 To encourage and help participants to develop their own skills. 

 To help participants understand more about their own equipment. 

 Give advice on the equipment needed, and its use.  

 Give field-work experience, giving participants the opportunity to photograph some real subjects in 
natural locations.  

COURSE LEADER - From a very early age Steve carried a camera, trying to capture on film the wonderful 
colours and comical habits of British wildlife. He began learning the fundamentals of camera handling and 
picture taking whilst working in professional photographers and labs, managing photographic retail outlets 
and mini labs. 

Now, as a professional wildlife photographer with images sold around the world and widely published, with 
better quality equipment and a deeper knowledge of both his subjects and equipment, those early efforts 
seem quite feeble and mistakes almost laughable. But the lessons learnt in those early days have stood him 
in good stead for the high standard of images needed for today's competitive market. 
 
Steve now loves to help others avoid and overcome some of the pitfalls and mistakes that are easy to fall 
into while trying to photograph wildlife  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.stevemagennis.co.uk/equipment/index.html


LOCATION ï EVERDON STUBBS Everdon, near Daventry, Northamptonshire 

Everdon Stubbs is an ancient woodland containing an unusual mix of common and sessile oak with lowland 
birch growing on top of the ridge also has sections of sweet chestnut and sycamore. In Spring there is an 
abundance of colour provided both by bluebells and the countyôs largest population of rare wild daffodils.  

In Autumn there is a fantastic array of warm golden colours, the trees are ablaze with shades of red, yellow 
and gold whilst fallen crisp leaves of many colours carpet the ground. 

The site is about 15 miles from Northampton, 10 miles from the M1 J16 and about 5 miles from Daventry 

 

THE BIRDS ï Kestrel male and female, Tawny Owl, Little Owl, Long-eared Owl and Buzzard. We will be 

using a selection from this list. The welfare of the birds is of paramount importance and may affect the 

choice. 

NUMBER OF WORKSHOP MEMBERS - The workshop is to be kept to a size where all participants will 

have the opportunity to learn, i.e. a maximum of ten and a minimum of four. (Workshops will only run if we 

have four or more members) 

SKILL LEVELS - The workshop is designed to provide for all skill levels and knowledge, for the beginner 

Steve will be on hand to guide you through equipment, exposure, and composition. For those that have a 

good understanding of and a working knowledge of the subject they will gain some good opportunities to 

take some great natural images in a controlled environment. All participants will experience wildlife 

photography in a relaxed and informative way. 

CAMERA EQUIPMENT ï Steve will help you to get the most out of the equipment you have. As a guide, a 

film or digital camera with interchangeable lenses would be best along with any lenses you have ranging 

from a wide angle through to 300mm or larger telephoto. A tripod and flash gun would be useful. If you do 

just own a compact camera that is fine too, because the subjects will be well trained and very approachable 

allowing you to get close enough to be able to take great images.  

GENERAL INFO ï Meet at 10.15am ready to start the dayôs activities at 10.30am and we will run through 

until 4.30pm, with a break for lunch, please bring along a packed lunch and drinks for the day. Bring your 

photographic equipment and lots of memory or film as the day is very full with lots of photographic 

opportunities. You will also need to bring along suitable clothing for the time of year and footwear for the 

terrain in which the workshop is run. Finally something you might find useful would be something you could 

kneel on or lie down on to keep you from getting damp and dirty. 

Please bring along some of your work, so you can enjoy each otherôs images and help one another with any 
problems you may be having. 

COST - £85 per person for per workshop - GIFT VOUCHERS ARE AVAILABLE 
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Direction to EVERDON STUBBS 

  


